
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“To raise the aspirations of every child and give them confidence 
to fulfil their potential through positive experiences” 
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Lilac 
 

 Generally stories without words. 
 Books focus largely on pictures to provide information. 
 Some books may have naming words in the page to promote a link between 
words and understanding. 
 

Pink  Natural language following children’s speech patterns 
 A short, simple, highly predictable text involving familiar objects and actions 
 Repetitive sentence structures including high frequency words 
 Illustrations that provide full and direct support for the text 
 Reasonably large print size with clear spaces between words 
 Fully punctuated text in the same position on each page 

 
Red  Slightly longer, highly predictable text involving familiar objects and actions 

 Repetitive sentence/phrase patterns including high frequency words 
 Sentences short, clear and straightforward following children’s speech 

patterns 
 Illustrations provide full and direct support for the text 
 Simple story development (fiction text) 
 Non-fiction texts may have more than one type of print format 
 Reasonably large print with obvious spaces between words 
 Full range of punctuation 
 

Yellow  Some repetition of phrase patterns, ideas and vocabulary 
 More variation of sentence structure 
 Story lines include more episodes following a time sequence 
 Some literary conventions along with familiar oral language structures 
 Stories may involve imaginary happenings in framework of familiar 

experiences 
 Non-fiction texts still use personal experience & children’s language patterns 
 Illustrations still support the text quite closely 
 

Blue  Greater variation in sentence patterns and content 
 Literary language integrated with natural language 
 Any repeated language patterns are longer or act as refrains 
 More lines of text on page, sometimes up to 6 or8 lines 
 Stories have more events 
 Non-fiction texts include some abstract terms and impersonal sentence 

structures 
 Pictures support story line rather than convey precise meaning so closely 
 More similar-looking words appear in text 

Green  Varied and longer sentences 
 Little or no repetition of phrases 
 More varied and larger number of characters involved 
 Events sustained over several pages 
 May have larger number of words on page 
 Less familiar or specialised vocabulary used 
 Illustrations may provide only moderate support for the text 

Book Band Descriptions 
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Orange 
 
 
 
 

 Stories are longer. 
 Increased proportion of space allocated to print rather than pictures 
 Illustrations support overall meaning of text  
 More literary language used 
 Sentence structures become more complex 
 Non-fiction texts contain more formal sentences and a widening range of 

unfamiliar terms 
Turquoise  Elaborated episodes and events 

 Extended descriptions 
 More use of literary language 
 May have full pages of print 
 More unusual and challenging vocabulary 
 Illustrations provide a level of support in fictional texts 
 Non-fiction texts contain longer, more formal sentences and a widening range 

of unfamiliar terms 
Purple  Sentence structures become longer and more complex 

 Story plot may be more involved and reflect the feelings of the writer 
 Wider variety of text genre but still illustrated 
 Some books with chapters for more sustained reading 
 Characters are more distinctive and rounded than at earlier levels 
 Widening vocabulary and range of terminology 

Gold  Somewhat more challenging than in Purple Band 
 Sentence structures become longer and more complex 
 Story plot may be more involved and reflect the feelings of the writer 
 Wider variety of text genre but still illustrated 
 Some books with chapters for more sustained reading 
 Characters are more distinctive and rounded than at earlier levels 
 Widening vocabulary and range of terminology 

White  Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
Lime  Growing difficulty from White Band 

 Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
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Brown  Growing difficulty from Lime Band 
 Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
Grey  Growing difficulty from Brown Band 

 Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
Sapphire  Growing difficulty from Grey Band 

 Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
Ruby  Growing difficulty from Sapphire Band 

 Widening range of genre and writing style 
 Story line or theme may be sustained over a longer period of time with 

chapters or sub-sections of text 
 Sentences structures may be longer with more subordinate phrases or clauses 
 Characters may be more fully developed 
 More than one point of view expressed within the text 
 Information or action may be implied rather than spelled out 
 Texts may contain more metaphorical or technical language 
 Non-fiction texts placed in a broader context and include more detailed 

information 
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Other Pink Books 

More from Oxford 

Jelly and Bean  
B Series 1 – 10 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 2 

PM Library  
Starters Set 2 

PM Library  
Starters Set 1 

All Aboard Introductory 
Pattern and Rhyme 

ORT Stage 1* 
Wordless Stories 

Kipper Stories 

Ginn 360 * 
Introductory 

Alpha Kids** 
Alphabet Series 

All Aboard Easy Start** 
 Sam and Rosie 

Goal! 
Level 1 

PM Library 
Alphabet Blends 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 1 

ORT Stage 1+  
Patterned 

Stories 

ORT Stage 1+ 
First Sentences 

ORT Stage 1 
First Words 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 1+ 

Literacy Links Read at Home 
Level 1 

Ginn 360 *  
Level 1 

All Aboard Introductory 
Non-Fiction 

Jelly and Bean  
A Series 1 – 10 

Jelly and Bean 
Pig Family 1-3 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 1+ 

Snapdragons 
Stage 1+ 

Fireflies 
Stage 1+ 

Dandelion Initial Phonics: 
Units 1 – 7 

All Aboard Introductory 
Sam and Rosie 

All Aboard Easy Start 
Pattern and Rhyme 

Alpha Kids 
Level 2 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 2 

Alpha Kids 
Level 1 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 1 

Moon Dog Series 
Books 1-4 

Wonder World 

Sunshine 
Books Traditional Tales 

Stage 1+ 

ORT Stage 1 
Traditional Tales 

Alpha 
Stars 

Fantails 

Beanstalk 
Reading 

Champions 

Lift-Off 

Reading 
Champions 

Collins Big Cat 

Collins Big Cat 
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New Way – Pink 
Literacy Links 
 
 

Read Write Inc. 
Green 

Read Write Inc. 
Phonics Set 2 

ORT Stage 3 
Wrens/More 

Wrens 

ORT Stage 2 
Traditional Tales 

ORT Stage 2 
More Patterned 

Stories A 

PM Gems 
Level 5 

Alpha Kids 
Level 5 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 5 

ORT Stage 2 
Patterned 

Stories 

Read Write Inc. 
Phonics Set 1 

Other Red Books 

More from Oxford 

PM+ Non-Fiction 
Level 5 + 6 

PM Story Book  
Level 3 

All Aboard Stage 2 
Sam and Rosie 

Goal! 
Level 2 

PM Library  
Red Level 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 3 

ORT Stage 1+  
More Patterned 

Stories 

ORT Stage 1+ 
More First 
Sentences 

ORT Stage 1+ 
First Phonics 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 2 

Read at Home 
Level 2 

All Aboard Stage 1 
Pattern and Rhyme 

Jelly and Bean  
A Series 11 – 16 

Jelly and Bean 
Pig Family 4-5 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 2 

Snapdragons 
Stage 2 

Fireflies 
Stage 2 

Dandelion Initial Phonics: 
Units 8 - 10 

All Aboard Stage 1 
Non-Fiction 

All Aboard Stage 1 
Sam and Rosie 

Alpha Kids 
Level 4 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 4 

Alpha Kids 
Level 3 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 3 

Moon Dog Series 
Books 5-8 

Reading Corner 
Grade 1 

Cambridge 
Beginning to Read 

Wonder World 

Traditional Tales 
Stage 2 

Literacy 
Ladders 

Reading 
Champions 
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Dandelion Extended Phonics: 
Level 1 

Jelly and Bean  
B Series 12 – 17 

ORT Stage 3 
Traditional Tales 

All Aboard Stage 3 
Pattern and Rhyme 

ORT Stage 3 
More Stories AB 

ORT Stage 3 
First Phonics 

ORT Stage 3 
B, C & K Stories Alpha Kids 

Level 8 Plus 

Other Yellow Books 

Wonder World 
Trackers 

Reading 
Champions ORT Stage 3 

Sparrows 

PM Library N/F 
Families Around 

Us 

Alpha Kids 
Level 8 

More from Oxford 

PM+ Non-Fiction 
Level 8 + 9 

All Aboard Stage 2 
Booster Books 

PM Library  
Yellow Level 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 4 

ORT Stage 2 
More 

Stories/Wrens 

ORT Stage 2 
B, C & K Stories 

ORT Stage 2 
First Phonics 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 3 

Read at Home 
Level 3 

Read Write Inc. 
Purple 

All Aboard Stage 2 
Non-Fiction 

Jelly and Bean  
A Series 17 – 22 

Jelly and Bean 
Pig Family 6-10 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 3 

Snapdragons 
Stage 3 

Fireflies 
Stage 3 

Project X 
Stage 3 

All Aboard Stage 2 
Pattern and Rhyme 

Set B 

All Aboard Stage 2 
Pattern and Rhyme 

Alpha Kids 
Level 7 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 7 

Alpha Kids 
Level 6 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 6 

Moon Dog Series 2 
Books 1 - 4 

Reading Corner 
Grade 2 

Cambridge 
Becoming a Reader 

Read Write Inc. 
Phonics Set 3 

Ginn 360 
Level 2 

Dandelion Initial Phonics: 
Units 11 - 20 

Superphonics 
Blue Books 

Goal! 
Level 3 

Zoom 
Set E 

Literacy Ladders 
Stage 2 
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ORT Stage 4 
Sparrows 

Dandelion Extended Phonics: 
Level 2 - 4 

ORT Stage 4 
More Stories AB 

Alpha Kids 
Level 11 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 11 

Other Blue Books 

More from 
Oxford 

PM+ Non-Fiction 
Level 11/12 

All Aboard Stage 3 
Booster Books 

PM Library  
Blue Level 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 5 

ORT Stage 4 
B, C & K Stories 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 4 

Read at Home 
Level 4 

Read Write Inc. 
Pink 

All Aboard Stage 3 
Sam and Rosie 

Jelly and Bean  
Long Vowel 7-16 

Jelly and Bean 
Rhyming CVC 

1-10 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 4 

Fireflies 
Stage 4 

Project X 
Stage 4 

Alpha Kids 
Level 10 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 10 

Alpha Kids 
Level 9 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 9 

Moon Dog Series 2 
Books 1 5 - 9 

Cambridge 
Becoming a Reader 

Read Write Inc. 
Phonics Set 4 

Ginn Science 
Level 2 

Dandelion Split Vowel 
Spellings 

Superphonics 
Green Books 

Goal! 
Level 4 

Rapid 
Stage 1 

Full Flight 
Runway 

Magic Belt 

 

Ginn 360 
Level 3 

Zoom 
Set F Wonder World 

Trackers 

Literacy Ladders 
Stage 3 

ORT Stage 4 
Traditional Tales 

All Aboard Stage 3 
Pattern and Rhyme B 

Reading 
Champions 
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PM Science Facts 
Level 4 

All Aboard Stage 4 
Non-Fiction 

All Aboard Stage 4 
Pattern and Rhyme 

Jelly and Bean 
Follifoot Farm ORT Stage 5 

More Stories C 

ORT Stage 5 
More Stories B 

ORT Stage 5 
More Stories A 

Alpha Kids 
Level 14 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 14 

Other Green Books 

More from Oxford 

All Aboard Stage 4 
Sam and Rosie 

PM Library  
Green Level 

Read with Biff, 
Chip and Kipper 

Stage 6 

ORT Stage 5 
B, C & K Stories 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 5 Read Write Inc. 

Orange 

All Aboard Stage 3 
Non-Fiction 

Jelly and Bean  
Consonants, 
Blends and 

Clusters 

Jelly and Bean 
Pig Blends 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 5 

Alpha Kids 
Level 13 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 13 

Alpha Kids 
Level 12 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 12 

Cambridge 
Becoming a Reader 

Superphonics 
Purple Books 

Goal! 
Level 5 

Rapid 
Stage 2 

Full Flight 
Runway 

Magic Belt 

Ginn 360 
Level 4 

Wonder World 

Trackers 

Take Off 

Literacy Ladders 
Stage 4 

Leap Frog Reading 
Champions 
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ORT Stage 6 
More Stories C 

/Owls 

Other Orange Books 

More from Oxford 

PM Library  
 Orange Level 

Floppy's Phonics 
Level 6 

Alpha Kids 
Level 16 Plus 

Cambridge 
Becoming a Reader 

Rapid 
Stage 3 

Full Flight 
Runway 

Ginn 360 
Level 5 

Leap Frog 

All Aboard Stage 6 
Sam and Rosie 

HiLo Pelican Trackers Take Off 

Project X 
Stage 6 

Usborne Phonics 
Readers 

Reading 
Champions 

Rigby Rockets 
My Sister’s Name 

is Rover 

Jelly and Bean 
English Vowels 

1-6 

ORT Stage 6 
More Stories B 

/Owls 

ORT Stage 6 
More Stories A 

/Owls 

Rigby Rockets  
Stan the Dog 

All Aboard Stage 6 
Sam and Rosie 

ORT Stage 6 
B, C & K Stories 

/Owls 

Songbird Phonics 
Level 6 

All Aboard Stage 5 
Non-Fiction 

Jelly and Bean 
Long Vowel 1-6 

Alpha Kids 
Level 16 

Alpha Kids 
Level 15 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 15 

Totem Series 

 

Magic Belt 
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Fireflies 
Stage 5 

Cambridge 
Becoming a Reader 

Gigglers 
Purple 

Rigby Rockets 
Wizard’s Boy 

Wolf Hill 
Level 1 

Usborne Phonics 
Readers 

Reading 
Champions 

Rigby Rockets 
Space Twins 

ORT Stage 7 
More Stories C 

ORT Stage 7 
More Stories B  

ORT Stage 7 
More Stories A 

Other Turquoise Books 

More from Oxford 

Rigby Rockets  
Silly Sausage 

All Aboard Stage 7 
Sam and Rosie 

ORT Stage 7 
B, C & K Stories 

Jelly and Bean 
Long Vowel 1-6 

Alpha Kids 
Level 18 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 18 

Alpha Kids 
Level 17 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 17 

Rapid 
Stage 4 

First Flight 
Level 1 

Alba Series 

 

Ginn 360 
Level 6 

Talisman Series 1 

 

GO! 

Trailblazers 

Read Write Inc. 
Yellow 

Gigglers 
Bubblegum 

Orchard 
Titchy Witch 

HiLo Pelican 

Trackers 

Take Off 

All Aboard Stage 6 
Pattern and Rhyme 

All Aboard Stage 5 
Pattern and Rhyme 
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Fireflies 
Stage 6 

Graphic 
Novels 

Project X 
Stage 8 

PM Library  
 Purple Level 

Happy 
Families 

Full Flight 

First Flight 
Level 2 

First Flight 
More First Flight 

Sparklers 
Set 3 

Sparklers 
Set 2 

Wolf Hill 
Level 4 

Gigglers 
Green Set 1 

Talisman 
Series 2 

Ginn 
Starpol 

Reading 
Champions 

Gigglers 
Blue Set 1 

Wolf Hill 
Level 3 

Wolf Hill 
Level 2 

Jelly and Bean 
Gold Series 

ORT Stage 9 
More Stories A 

ORT Stage 9 
B, C & K Stories 

ORT Stage 8 
More Stories A/ 

Magpies 

Other Purple Books 

More from Oxford 

Wolf Hill 
Level 1 More 

All Aboard Stage 8 
Sam and Rosie 

ORT Stage 8 
B, C & K Stories/ 

Magpies 

Full Flight 
Runway 

Sparklers 
Set 1 

Alpha Kids 
Level 20 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 20 

Alpha Kids 
Level 19 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 19 

Cambridge 
Towards Independence 

Rapid 
Stage 5 

Leap Frog+ 

Trailblazers 

Read Write Inc. 
Blue 

Gigglers 
Red Set 1 

Orchard 
Little Horrors 

Rising Stars 
Interact Plays  

Rising Stars 
Download  

Barrington Stoke 

Superphonics 
Turquoise Books 

Collins Yellow 

HiLo Pelican 

Trackers Ginn 
Impact Set A 
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Rescue 
Series 

Sparklers 
Set 4 

Boffin Boy 
Other Gold Books 

More from Oxford 

e-Print 

Cambridge 
Towards Independence 

Rapid 
Stage 6 

Sports Zone Oxford Reds 

Trailblazers Read Write Inc. 
Grey 

Rising Stars 
Girls Rock! 

Rising Stars 
Boys Rule! 

Rising Stars 
Download  

Orchard 
Twice Upon a Time 

Project X 
Stage 8 

PM Library  
 Gold Level 

All Aboard Stage 8 
Pattern and Rhyme 

All Aboard Stage 7 
Non-Fiction Gigglers 

Aqua 

Dark Flight 

Zone 13 

Barrington Stoke 

Sprinters 

Jets 

HiLo Pelican 

Trackers Ready to 
Read/Skyriders 

Fireflies 
Stage 7 

Rising Stars 
The Matt Merton Mysteries  

Ginn 
Impact Set B 

I Love Reading 
Fact Monsters 

Reading 
Champions 

Full Flight 

First Flight 
More First Flight 

Gigglers 
Green Set 2 

Gigglers 
Blue Set 2 

ORT All Stars 
Tree Tops Set 1 

ORT Stage 9 
Tree Tops 
Fiction A 

ORT Stage 9 
Tree Tops 

Fiction 

Wolf Hill 
Level 5 

ORT Stage 8/9 
True Stories 

Alpha Kids 
Level 22 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 22 

Alpha Kids 
Level 21 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 21 

Rising Stars 
The Extraordinary 

Files  

All Aboard Stage 7 
Pattern and Rhyme 

All Aboard Stage 6 
Non-Fiction 
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Orchard 
Happy Ever After 

Orchard 
Scaredy Cats 

Orchard 
Frightful Families 

Ignite 

Gigglers 
Gold 

Rex Jones ORT All Stars 
Tree Tops Set 2 

ORT Stage 10/11 
True Stories 

ORT Stage 10 
Stories B 

e-Print 

Alpha Kids 
Level 24 Plus 

Alpha Kids 
Level 24 

Alpha Kids 
Level 23 Plus 

Cambridge 
Towards Independence 

Gems 

Sports Zone 

Oxford Reds 

Tremors 

Chameleons 

Starchasers 

Zone 13 

Barrington Stoke 

Sprinters 

All Aboard Stage 9 
Short Stories 

Chillers 

Clash! 
Level 1 

Buzzwords 

Colour Jets 

Ready to 
Read/Skyriders 

Rainbow Magic Ginn 
Impact Plays 

More from Oxford 

Reading 
Champions 

Full Flight Other White Books Orchard 
Super Crunchies 

ORT Stage 10 
Tree Tops 

Fiction 

Alpha Kids 
Level 23 

Sam’s Football Stories 
Series A 

Rising Stars 
Vampire Inc.  

Rising Stars 
Download  

All Aboard Stage 8 
Non-Fiction 

Fireflies 
Stage 8 Ginn 

Impact Set B 
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Free Reader 

ORT Stage 11 Tree Tops 
Fiction and More A + B 

ORT Stage 10+ and 11 
Time Chronicles 

ORT Stage 9/10 Tree Tops 
Myths and Legends 

Other Lime Books 

All Aboard Stage 14 
Short Stories 

All Aboard Stage 13 
Short Stories 

Rising Stars 
iHero 

ORT All Stars 
Tree Tops Set 3 

ORT Stage 12 
Play Scripts 

Full Flight 

Tremors 

Ali Sparkes 
S.W.I.T.C.H 

Tremors 

Barrington Stoke 

Mammoth 

Ginn 
Impact Set C&D 

Turnaround 

I Love Reading 
Fact Files 

Winnie the Witch 

Orchard 
Shakespeare Stories 

Sweet Cherry 
Shakespeare 

Stories 

Project X 
Alien Adventures 

Orchard 
Silly Stories 

ORT Stage 10/11 
True Stories 

Orchard 
Super Crunchies 

e-Print 

Cambridge 
Independent Reading 

Ginn 360 
Level 10 

Ben 10 
Alien Storybooks 

Sam’s Football Stories 
Series B 

Rising Stars 
The Xtreme World of Billy Kool  

Zappers 

Barrington Stoke 

Sprinters All Aboard Stage 12 
Short Stories 

Chillers 

Clash! 
Level 1 

Dream to Win 

Books for Boys 

Usborne Young Readers 

Other Brown Books 

Jumbo Jets 

Rainbow Magic 

SuperScripts 
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ORT Stage 13 Tree Tops 
Myths and Legends 

ORT Stage 13 Tree Tops 
Fiction and More A , B + C 

Comix 

Colour Graffix 

Graffix 

Orchard 
Myths 

Orchard 
Classics 

e-Print 

Barrington Stoke 

Earth in Danger 

Robinswood 

ORT Stage 12 Tree Tops 
Fiction and More A , B + C 

ORT Stage 12 Tree Tops 
Myths and Legends 

Other Grey Books 

Project X 
Alien Adventures 

ORT Stage 14 Tree Tops 
Myths and Legends 

Other Sapphire Books ORT Stage 14 Tree Tops 
Fiction and More A  

Cambridge Extended Reading 

Beast Quest 

Clash! 
Level 3 

ORT Stage 15 Tree Tops 
 

Fiction 


